
Preparing an Arts Education  
OGP Application 



 

Who: 
 
• An arts education organization 
• An arts education-related project 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Arts Education Requirements 



Demonstrate: 
 
• California State Standards for the Visual and 

Performing Arts (VAPA) 
 
• Quality teaching and learning  

Arts Education Requirements 



Arts Education Requirements 

 
How: 

• Application questions 

• Artistic Documentation 

• Curriculum Sample 

 



Arts Education Requirements 

Application questions 
Briefly describe… 
• the applicant organization’s qualifications and 

experience in providing arts education 
• the arts education programs (detail on objective, 

desired outcomes and ages of youth) 

 • how your program meets the VAPA standards 
- Cite specific standard numbers, grade level, and 
descriptions you plan to address based on the age you 
propose serving 

 



What are the CA State Content 
Standards? 



Education Content Standards  

 
Standard =  

What a student should know and be 
able to do at each grade level 



Education Content Standards  

Identify the use of rhythm, 
rhyme, and alliteration in 

poetry.  
 

Grade 2, Reading, Literature 



Education Content Standards  

Describe how words and phrases 
(e.g., regular beats, alliteration, 
rhymes, repeated lines) supply 
rhythm and meaning in a story, 

poem, or song.  
 

Grade 2, Reading, Literature (Common Core) 



VAPA Content Standards 

• Articulate what K-12 students should understand, 
know, and be able to do in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual arts. 
 

• Aligning your program with the VAPA Standards 
enables comprehensive, sequential learning in the 
arts. 



Example:    Visual Arts Standards 

2.1 Demonstrate beginning skill in the use of basic 
tools and art-making processes, such as printing, 
crayon rubbings, collage and stencils. 

 
2.6  Use perspective in an original work of art to 

create a real or imaginary scene. 
 
2.4 Design and create an expressive figurative 

sculpture. 

 

2nd Grade 
 
 
5th Grade 
 

 
8th Grade 



What are the  
5 VAPA Component Strands? 



VAPA Component Strands 

 
1.0 Artistic Perception 
2.0 Creative Expression 
3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 
4.0 Aesthetic Valuing 
5.0 Connections, Relationships, Applications 



1.0  Artistic Perception 

Processing, analyzing, and 
responding to sensory 
information through the 
language and skills unique to 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art.  



2.0  Creative Expression 

Creating, 
performing and 
participating 

 



3.0  Historical and Cultural Context 

Understanding the 
historical 
contributions and 
cultural dimensions 
of art 

 



4.0  Aesthetic Valuing 

Responding to, analyzing, 
and making judgments  

 

Lily Cai Chinese Dance Company 
Photo: Marty Sol 



5.0  Connections, Relationships, Applications 

Connecting and 
applying what is 
learned in the arts 
to learning in other 
art forms and 
subjects and to 
careers.  

 



VAPA Component Strands   

 
 Think about one of the five strands. 

 
What are students of your program doing 

that aligns with that strand? 



VAPA Component Strands 

 

1.0 Artistic Perception 
2.0 Creative Expression 
3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 
4.0 Aesthetic Valuing 
5.0 Connections, Relationships, Applications 



Why Care About Ed Policy in The Arts? 

Photo by Horia Varlan, http://flic.kr/p/7vB7fR 



Your OGP Application 



Your OGP Application 

 
Briefly describe how your arts education 
programs and/or proposed OGP project 
meet the VAPA standards. Cite the specific 
standard numbers, grade level, and 
descriptions you plan to address based on 
the age you propose serving. Describe in 
specific terms how the curriculum and 
instruction of the project aligns to each 
standard you reference. 
 



Your OGP Application 
EXAMPLE 

 
2.1 Demonstrate the emotional traits of a character through 

gesture and action. (4th Grade, theatre) 
 

 
 

Students will explore how actors communicate. 
Following participation in theatre exercises exploring 
how actors use gesture to communicate, students will 
create and perform wordless scenes for their 
classmates. Observing students will then identify the 
gestures the student actors used to communicate. 



• Arts Education sample(s) should 
demonstrate both learning and 
teaching 
 
– Video (up to 5 min) 
– Images (up to 10) 

 
Ex. Symphonic Jazz Orchestra 

 
 

Artistic Documentation 



Curriculum Sample(s) 

Submit a curriculum sample [that] reflects 

the full scope of the program and may 

include curriculum overviews, lesson plans, 

teacher guides, and/or student study guides. 

It must address connections to VAPA 

standards. 



Curriculum Sample(s) 
 

The Big Picture = THE WHAT 
 

• Summarize what is taught in your arts education 
program   

 
• Outline the instruction, session by session 
 

 



The Big Picture 



The Big Picture 



The Big Picture 



Lesson Plans 

Lesson plans = THE HOW 

• Learning Objectives 

• Learning Progression 

– Including assessment activity  

• Standards addressed 
 



Curriculum Sample(s) 





Questions? 
Talia Gibas 

tgibas@arts.lacounty.gov 
213-202-5858 
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